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Abstract

This study examined PCP II's renewed catechesis as a primary response to the call for New
Evangelization in the Philippine context. It was conceptually anchored in the Second Plenary Council
of the Philippines and relevant Catholic teachings on evangelization, catechesis, conversion, and
inculturation. Using a naturalistic method and case study design, the research employed deductive
presentation and conceptual synthesis. No human respondents were involved; instead, purposively
selected Church documents, papal pronouncements, books, and related theological and catechetical
materials served as the principal sources of data. The findings showed that renewed catechesis must be
Christ-centered, rooted in the Word of God, authentically Filipino, and systematic. Inculturation
emerged as the principal process linking catechesis with renewed evangelization by enabling Catholic
teaching to remain doctrinally faithful while becoming culturally understandable and relevant to
Filipino Catholics. Renewed catechesis was also found to support conversion, faith maturity,
meaningful worship, social responsibility, missionary participation, and the renewal of methods,
fervor, and expressions. The study concluded that renewed catechesis strengthens the foundations of
faith and prepares Filipino Catholics to understand, practice, and communicate Catholic teaching more
effectively. It recommended further examination of renewed worship and renewed social apostolate,
reassessment of catechetical effectiveness in the Philippines, and wider application of PCP II's
catechetical principles. The study aligns with SDG 4 on quality education, SDG 16 on peace, justice, and
strong institutions, and SDG 17 on partnerships. Its sustainability impact lies in supporting educational,
cultural, community, and institutional continuity through context-sensitive religious formation and
shared ecclesial responsibility.

Keywords: Catechesis; Catholic Church; Filipino Catholics; Inculturation; New Evangelization; PCP
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1. Introduction

Rapid social, cultural, and technological changes have challenged the Catholic Church to communicate
the Gospel meaningfully without altering its essential message. Although technological development
and modern communication have expanded human knowledge and interaction, they have also
influenced religious values, practices, and the way individuals understand and express faith. The
Church must therefore interpret contemporary realities in the light of the Gospel and present its
teachings in ways that are understandable and relevant to each generation, as emphasized in Gaudium
et Spes. The mandate to evangelize originates from Christ’s instruction to make disciples of all nations
and teach them to observe his commandments (Matthew 28:19-20 (NAB)). However, the changing
conditions of modern society require the Church to renew its methods, expressions, and missionary
commitment. This renewal does not replace the Gospel or modify the substance of Catholic doctrine.
Rather, it seeks to communicate the same faith with greater clarity, relevance, and effectiveness. In the
Philippines, the Second Plenary Council of the Philippines developed the concept of renewed
evangelization as a contextual response to the religious and social conditions of Filipino Catholics. One
of its principal elements is renewed catechesis, which strengthens understanding of Catholic teaching
and connects faith with Filipino culture and lived experience. This study examines PCP II's renewed
catechesis as a primary response to the call for New Evangelization, particularly its capacity to deepen
faith, promote conversion, strengthen Christian practice, and prepare Filipino Catholics to participate
actively in the Church’s missionary work.
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The continuous transformation of society has affected how people perceive traditions, institutions,
values, and religion. Ideas and practices that no longer appear relevant may be neglected or forgotten.
The Catholic Church is not isolated from these developments. Social change, modernization,
industrialization, technological advancement, and the widespread use of social media have altered
communication and created new challenges for proclaiming the Gospel. The Thirteenth Ordinary
General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops recognized that social and cultural changes have contributed
positively to human development while also affecting fundamental values and people’s faith. The
Church must therefore understand contemporary conditions and respond through approaches suited
to the needs of modern individuals. Gaudium et Spes similarly emphasizes the Church’s responsibility
to scrutinize the signs of the times, interpret them through the Gospel, and communicate in language
intelligible to every generation. Evangelization remains central to the Church’s identity and mission.
Jesus’ command to teach all nations establishes the continuing responsibility of the Christian
community to proclaim the Good News (Matthew 28:19-20 (NAB)). Nevertheless, the Church
recognizes that traditional approaches may be insufficient when separated from the experiences,
language, and circumstances of contemporary people. Evangelii Nuntiandi stresses the need to revise
methods while preserving the purity of the faith and presenting it persuasively and understandably.
New Evangelization emerged as the Church’s response to this situation. It seeks to revitalize Christian
communities, reach baptized individuals whose lives no longer reflect their faith, and communicate the
Gospel to those who do not know Christ. It is new not because its message is different, but because it
requires renewed energy, methods, expressions, and missionary commitment. Catechesis is
fundamental to this renewal because many baptized Catholics possess an insufficient understanding of
the faith they profess. In the Philippine setting, modernization has sometimes been accompanied by
the weakening of traditional Christian values, family rootedness, and religious formation. Many young
Filipinos grow up without sufficient knowledge of essential Catholic teachings, while appropriate
catechetical materials remain limited in some linguistic and cultural communities. The study also
identifies low and inconsistent religious participation as evidence of the need for renewed formation.
The presence of active, seasonal, and nominal Catholics suggests that religious identity does not always
correspond with sustained worship or informed Christian practice. When individuals receive extensive
secular education but limited religious formation, they may perceive Catholic faith as disconnected
from intellectual development and adult life. Catechesis must therefore provide a coherent foundation
through which Catholics can understand, appreciate, live, and explain their beliefs. PCP II responded
to this condition by presenting renewed catechesis as an essential component of renewed
evangelization. It recognized that the Church must itself be continually evangelized so that it may
proclaim the Gospel with freshness, vigor, and strength. The central challenge is to renew catechesis
without losing its doctrinal substance and to make it effective within contemporary Filipino society
(PCP II, no.155).

The related literature presents several interconnected themes concerning evangelization, catechesis,
missionary discipleship, cultural adaptation, and ecclesial renewal. The first theme is the missionary
identity of the Church. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Living as Missionary Disciples
explains that evangelization and catechesis are inseparable from the Church’s nature as a missionary
community. It emphasizes the formation of evangelizers and the development of the skills necessary
for effective missionary work. However, its discussion does not extensively establish how renewed
catechesis functions as a specific instrument of New Evangelization in the Philippine context. The
second theme is the continuing necessity of evangelization. Evangelii Nuntiandi presents evangelization
as a central responsibility of the Church and calls all Christians to participate in a renewed period of
proclaiming the Gospel. It explains the nature and effects of evangelization and stresses the need to
communicate the Christian message amid changing social conditions. Nevertheless, it does not directly
develop PCP II's concept of renewed catechesis or its localized application to Filipino Catholics. The
third theme is the importance of catechetical formation. Catechesi Tradendae describes catechesis as the
systematic education of children, young people, and adults in Christian faith. Catechesis communicates
doctrine in an organic manner and leads individuals toward the fullness of Christian life. It cannot be
separated from the Church’s pastoral and missionary activity, although it possesses a distinct
educational and formative character. Catechesis and evangelization are therefore complementary
rather than contradictory. The fourth theme is the Church as an evangelizing community. Evangelii
Gaudium emphasizes that the Church exists to go forth, proclaim the Gospel, and form missionary
disciples. Evangelization includes ordinary pastoral ministry, the re-evangelization of baptized people
whose lives do not reflect the demands of baptism, and outreach to those who do not know Jesus Christ.
It also highlights joy, mercy, participation, and personal encounter as important dimensions of
missionary activity. A fifth theme is the need to connect doctrine with life. Religious instruction
becomes insufficient when it remains verbal, abstract, or purely doctrinal. Catechesis must help
individuals relate Catholic teaching to family life, social responsibility, worship, cultural identity, and
moral action. The literature repeatedly indicates that faith must be understood, practiced, and
embodied rather than merely memorized. The final major theme is inculturation. The Gospel must be
communicated through the language, symbols, values, attitudes, and experiences of a particular
community. In the Philippine context, catechesis must be authentically Filipino while remaining
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faithful to Scripture, Tradition, and the Magisterium. Inculturation allows Catholic teaching to become
understandable and applicable without changing its essential doctrinal content.

At the global level, the development of New Evangelization reflects the Church'’s sustained response
to historical and contemporary change. The Second Vatican Council affirmed evangelization as the
purpose of the Church’s missionary activity in Ad Gentes. Pope Paul VI subsequently emphasized a
renewed period of evangelization in Evangelii Nuntiandi. Pope John Paul II developed the expression
“New Evangelization,” describing it as new in ardor, methods, and expression. Pope Benedict XVI
continued this direction by emphasizing the re-proposing of the Gospel, especially to individuals who
had already heard it but no longer lived according to it. Pope Francis further connected evangelization
with joy and mercy through Evangelii Gaudium and Misericordiae Vultus. At the national level, PCP II
localized New Evangelization according to the religious, social, and cultural realities of the Philippines.
Although the country is widely identified with Catholic belief, devotion, and practice, religious identity
does not always result in mature understanding or consistent Christian living. Filipino Catholicism
includes strong traditions of fiestas, processions, pilgrimages, novenas, and popular devotions, but
individuals may participate in these activities without understanding their theological meaning. PCP
II therefore developed renewed evangelization around renewed catechesis, renewed social apostolate,
and renewed worship. These elements address intellectual formation, social responsibility, and
spiritual life. Catechesis provides the religious foundation necessary to understand worship, evaluate
social realities, and translate faith into action. Renewed social apostolate connects Christian teaching
with justice, equality, peace, service, and solidarity, while renewed worship seeks to unite prayer and
sacramental participation with daily conduct. The Catechism for Filipino Catholics and the National
Catechetical Directory for the Philippines embody the effort to communicate Catholic doctrine within
Filipino culture. These resources retain the teachings of the universal Church while presenting them
through concepts, values, experiences, and expressions accessible to Filipino Catholics. At the local
level, the study is relevant to the Diocese of Cabanatuan, particularly to its priests, catechists, lay
leaders, and evangelization committees. It may support the development of catechetical materials and
pastoral approaches that respond to local needs. It also emphasizes that evangelization is not restricted
tﬁ orda}ilned ministers; the laity must participate actively in communicating, witnessing to, and living
the faith.

The study is conceptually grounded in PCP II's understanding of renewed evangelization and renewed
catechesis. Renewed evangelization begins with conversion. Unless individuals turn away from sin,
direct themselves toward God, and commit themselves to following Christ, evangelization cannot
attain its intended purpose (PCP II no. 156). Catechesis follows conversion by developing
understanding, strengthening conviction, and guiding believers toward mature Christian life. The
conceptual relationship may be understood as a movement from conversion to formation and from
formation to missionary practice. Renewed catechesis provides knowledge and understanding of the
faith. This formation supports meaningful worship, responsible social involvement, Christian witness,
and participation in evangelization. Catechesis is therefore not an isolated educational activity but a
formative process that prepares believers to live and communicate the Gospel. PCP II identifies four
essential qualities of renewed catechesis. First, it must be Christo-centric. Jesus Christ is the center,
content, and ultimate purpose of catechesis because Catholic teaching originates from him and leads
believers into communion with him (PCP II, no. 157.). Second, it must be rooted in the Word of God.
Scripture provides the primary foundation through which believers encounter Christ and understand
the truths of faith. Third, catechesis must be authentically Filipino. Catholic teaching must be expressed
through Filipino language, values, symbols, attitudes, family experiences, and cultural practices. This
does not alter doctrine but makes its meaning accessible within the concrete lives of Filipino Catholics.
The Catechism for Filipino Catholics recognizes that even universal catechetical teaching must be
presented within the Philippine context for genuinely inculturated formation (Catechism for Filipino
Catholics no. 5). Fourth, catechesis must be systematic. It must communicate the whole Christian
message in an ordered, coherent, programmed, and goal-directed manner rather than through
fragmented or improvised instruction (PCP II, no. 163; Catechesi Tradendae, 21). Systematic catechesis
does not require mechanical memorization; it requires careful planning, creativity, doctrinal coherence,
appropriate language, and consideration of the needs of learners.

Existing Church documents and related literature establish the importance of evangelization,
missionary discipleship, catechesis, and cultural adaptation. However, the sources reviewed often
address these themes separately. Living as Missionary Disciples discusses missionary formation but does
not extensively explain the relationship between evangelization and renewed catechesis. Evangelii
Nuntiandi establishes the necessity of evangelization but does not present PCP II's localized concept.
Catechesi Tradendae explains the importance of catechesis but does not fully examine its function as a
response to New Evangelization in the Philippines. Evangelii Gaudium emphasizes missionary renewal
but does not specifically develop PCP II's framework of renewed catechesis. The principal gap is
therefore the limited synthesis of renewed catechesis and New Evangelization within the Philippine
context. The study addresses this gap by explaining how PCP II's catechetical principles can support
the Church’s response to weakened religious understanding, inconsistent practice, cultural diversity,
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and changing forms of communication. The study is further justified by the need to connect Catholic
teaching with actual Christian life. Religious participation alone does not necessarily indicate mature
faith. Filipino Catholics must understand the foundations of their beliefs, the meaning of their worship,
and the social implications of the Gospel. Renewed catechesis is proposed as a starting point because
individuals cannot effectively defend, embody, or communicate a faith they do not adequately
understand. The study also responds to the need for continuing assessment of catechetical programs.
The effectiveness of renewed catechesis should ultimately be reflected in informed belief, sustained
participation, moral conduct, social responsibility, missionary involvement, and an intimate
relationship with Christ.

The study is most directly aligned with SDG 4 — Quality Education because renewed catechesis is
fundamentally an educational and formative undertaking. It promotes organized, accessible, culturally
responsive, and lifelong faith education for children, young people, adults, catechists, lay leaders, and
other members of the Church. Its emphasis on systematic teaching, appropriate communication, and
suitable catechetical resources supports inclusive and meaningful learning within religious
communities. The study also relates to SDG 16 — Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions through PCP
II's emphasis on renewed social apostolate. Catechesis is expected to reduce the separation between
faith and social practice by forming Catholics who recognize their responsibilities concerning justice,
equality, peace, service, and Christian witness. It may also strengthen Church institutions by clarifying
their educational and pastoral responsibilities. A further connection exists with SDG 17 — Partnerships
for the Goals because renewed evangelization requires cooperation among bishops, priests, religious
communities, catechists, educators, lay leaders, families, diocesan organizations, and local
communities. Catechetical renewal cannot be sustained solely by individual effort; it depends on
shared responsibility, coordinated formation, appropriate resources, and institutional collaboration.
The source does not directly address environmental or ecological concerns. Consequently, no direct
alignment with environmental SDGs is asserted.

2. Material and methods

2.1 Research Design

The research employed the naturalistic method and case study design. A deductive presentation was
used to explain the general concept and historical development of New Evangelization before
examining the essential elements of PCP II's renewed catechesis. The two concepts were subsequently
integrated to determine how renewed catechesis functions as a response to the call for New
Evangelization.

2.2 Locale of the Study

The study did not identify a specific physical research site because it was based on documentary
sources. Its contextual focus was the Catholic Church in the Philippines, particularly the Philippine
understanding of renewed evangelization developed by the Second Plenary Council of the Philippines.

2.3 Respondents of the Study

The study did not involve human respondents. Its evidence was obtained from published religious,
theological, catechetical, and ecclesiastical materials relevant to New Evangelization and renewed
catechesis.

2.4 Sample and Sampling Procedure

No population sample or participant-sampling procedure was used. The researcher purposively
selected documents that directly addressed evangelization, catechesis, New Evangelization, and PCP
II's renewed catechesis. These materials were chosen according to their relevance to the research
questions and their authority within Catholic teaching.

2.5 Research Instrument

The principal research materials consisted of books, articles, Church documents, and papal homilies
and pronouncements. The discussion of renewed catechesis drew mainly from Acts and Decrees of the
Second Plenary Council of the Philippines, Catechism for Filipino Catholics, Catechesi Tradendae, and New
National Catechetical Directory of the Philippines (NCCDP), together with related materials from the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The analysis of New Evangelization also used Evangelii
Gaudium, Evangelii Nuntiandi, Redemptoris Missio, and other related Church documents and articles.

2.6 Data Gathering Procedure

The researcher gathered documentary materials concerning the need, concept, and historical
development of New Evangelization. Sources explaining the nature and essential elements of PCP II's
renewed catechesis were then reviewed. Relevant information was organized according to the research
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questions, beginning with New Evangelization, followed by renewed catechesis, and concluding with
the relationship between the two concepts.

2.7 Data Analysis Techniques

The collected information was analyzed through deductive presentation and conceptual synthesis.
General teachings on evangelization were first examined, followed by the specific characteristics of PCP
II's renewed catechesis. The findings from these areas were then integrated to establish the relevance
of renewed catechesis to New Evangelization and to formulate responses to the study’s research
questions.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Core Characteristics of PCP II's Renewed Catechesis
3.1.1 Christ-Centered and Scripture-Based Formation

The analysis showed that renewed catechesis must be Christ-centered because Jesus is the source,
content, and ultimate purpose of Catholic teaching (PCP II, no. 157.). Its missionary foundation is
Christ’s command to teach and form disciples among all nations (Matthew 28: 19-20 (NAB)). Catechesis
must therefore lead believers beyond knowledge of doctrines toward communion and intimacy with
Christ. It responds to doctrinal unbelief by presenting the faith through the person, life, teachings,
death, and resurrection of Jesus (Catechism for Filipino Catholics, 209.). Christ remains the first and
final point of reference because he is “the way, and the truth, and the life” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, no. 1698.). This finding establishes that catechesis cannot be reduced to the transmission or
memorization of religious information. Its effectiveness depends on whether Catholic teaching brings
believers into a deeper relationship with Christ and enables them to reflect his teachings in their lives.
A Christ-centered approach also preserves the doctrinal identity of catechesis while methods and
expressions are being renewed. It ensures that pastoral adaptation does not replace the essential
message of the Gospel. The findings further showed that renewed catechesis must be rooted in the
Word of God. Scripture serves as the primary source of the Church’s teaching, and doctrines must
remain consistent with biblical revelation (PCP II no. 159.). Knowledge of Scripture enables believers
to know Christ because the words of Scripture communicate God’s message and disclose the life and
mission of Jesus. The scriptural foundation of catechesis therefore complements its Christ-centered
character. This scriptural grounding provides doctrinal stability amid changing social and cultural
circumstances. While catechetical language and teaching methods may be adapted, their substance
must remain based on the Word of God. Renewed catechesis consequently combines continuity and
adaptation: Scripture safeguards the content of faith, while contextualized teaching makes that content
understandable to contemporary Filipino Catholics.

3.1.2 Filipino Inculturation
The analysis found that renewed catechesis must be authentically Filipino. Catholic doctrine must be
communicated through the language, images, symbols, attitudes, experiences, and values familiar to
Filipino Catholics. The Catechism for Filipino Catholics was developed to present the teachings of the
universal Church within the Philippine cultural setting. Although the doctrinal content remains
unchanged, it must be translated into the Filipino context for genuinely inculturated catechesis
(Catechism for Filipino Catholics no. 5). The approach responds to the concrete circumstances of
Filipino Catholics and families through their own culture and values (Ibid. no. 6). This finding
demonstrates that the acceptance and application of religious teaching are strengthened when learners
recognize connections between doctrine and their lived experiences. Inculturation prevents the
Christian message from appearing foreign or disconnected from Filipino life. It also allows the Church
to evaluate cultural values in the light of the Gospel while expressing Gospel values through Filipino
patterns of thought, relationships, worship, and community life. The findings also indicated that
inculturation requires continuing knowledge of the culture of the people being catechized. Catechists
must understand how culture shapes beliefs and behavior, communicate through appropriate forms
and language, and encourage meaningful local expressions of the Gospel. This process does not involve
simply adjusting terminology; it requires dialogue between Catholic teaching and Filipino culture. This
result suggests that renewed catechesis is both theological and cultural. It preserves fidelity to the
Gospel while recognizing that faith is received and practiced within particular social and cultural
conditions. Through inculturation, Filipino Catholics can understand how Christian teaching relates to
family life, communal relationships, popular devotions, social responsibilities, and everyday decisions.

3.1.3 Systematic and Goal-Directed Catechesis
The analysis showed that renewed catechesis must be systematic. The whole Christian message derived
from Scripture and Sacred Tradition must be communicated in an ordered and programmed manner
(PCP 1II, no. 163). Catechetical instruction must follow a clear plan, use appropriate language, address
essential Catholic teachings, consider the needs of recipients, and work toward definite formative
objectives. It must be programmed rather than improvised (Catechesi Tradendae, 21). This finding
indicates that catechetical renewal requires more than occasional religious instruction. Effective
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formation depends on coherence, continuity, creativity, and clearly defined goals. A systematic
approach helps prevent fragmented understanding of Catholic teaching and enables learners to
recognize the relationships among doctrine, morality, worship, prayer, and Christian practice. The
results further showed that systematic catechesis does not require rigid or mechanical teaching. Instead,
it demands creativity from catechists while maintaining doctrinal coherence. Instruction must be
organized without becoming detached from learners’ experiences and cultural conditions. This balance
between structure and creativity is necessary for New Evangelization. A carefully designed catechetical
program preserves the integrity of Catholic teaching, while flexible methods make the message
accessible to different age groups, cultural communities, and levels of religious formation.

3.2 Contributions of Renewed Catechesis to Renewed Evangelization
3.2.1 Foundation for Conversion and Faith Maturity

The analysis found that renewed catechesis supports renewed evangelization by providing the
foundational knowledge required for conversion and mature Christian faith. It helps Catholics
understand the beliefs they profess, relate those beliefs to their lives, and develop an intimate
relationship with Christ. Catechesis becomes particularly necessary for baptized individuals who
practice the faith inconsistently or possess limited knowledge of Catholic teaching. This result explains
why PCP II gives catechetical re-evangelization priority in ecclesial renewal. Individuals cannot
effectively practice, defend, or communicate a faith they do not understand. By clarifying the
foundations of belief, renewed catechesis prepares Filipino Catholics to participate consciously in
worship, moral life, social action, and missionary activity. The findings also showed that catechesis is
not separate from evangelization but constitutes an important stage within the broader evangelizing
process. Evangelization announces the Gospel and calls individuals to conversion, while catechesis
deepens and organizes the faith accepted through that encounter. Renewed catechesis consequently
nurtures the initial seed of faith and guides believers toward continuing formation. This relationship
shows that New Evangelization cannot depend solely on initial proclamation. It must include sustained
education that enables faith to mature. Catechesis supports the transition from religious identification
to informed conviction and from occasional participation to consistent Christian living.

3.2.2 Support for Renewed Worship and Social Apostolate

The analysis revealed that renewed catechesis strengthens renewed worship by explaining the meaning
of prayer, liturgy, sacraments, popular religiosity, and devotional practices. Filipino Catholics
commonly participate in fiestas, processions, novenas, pilgrimages, and other religious activities, but
participation does not always include sufficient understanding of their theological purpose. Catechesis
clarifies these practices and directs them toward the worship and glory of God. This result indicates
that catechesis can reduce the separation between worship and daily conduct. Understanding the
meaning of religious practices can encourage believers to participate more consciously and
consistently. It can also help ensure that popular devotions deepen faith rather than remain customary
activities performed without reflection. The findings further showed that renewed catechesis supports
the renewed social apostolate by connecting Catholic teaching with justice, charity, peace, equality, and
service. It provides the religious basis for social responsibility and encourages Catholics to demonstrate
their faith through concrete action. Renewed social apostolate addresses practical unbelief by requiring
consistency between professed beliefs and conduct (Catechism for Filipino Catholics no. 189). This
connection confirms that catechesis must form the whole person rather than concentrate exclusively on
doctrinal knowledge. Religious formation becomes meaningful when it influences relationships, social
participation, moral choices, and concern for others. Renewed catechesis therefore enables Catholics to
express faith through Christian witness, charitable action, and involvement in social transformation.

3.2.3 Renewal of Methods, Fervor, and Expressions

The analysis showed that renewed catechesis advances the objectives of renewed evangelization by
encouraging new methods, renewed fervor, and culturally appropriate expressions. Catechetical
renewal promotes revised teaching approaches and identifies ways of reaching different sectors of
society. It also renews missionary commitment by helping believers understand the importance of
proclaiming the Gospel, reflected in the declaration, “Woe to me if I do not evangelize” (I Corinthians
9:16 (NAB)). This finding indicates that greater understanding can strengthen missionary enthusiasm.
When Catholics recognize the meaning and relevance of their faith, they are better prepared to
communicate it to others. New methods are therefore not merely technical innovations; they are
instruments for making the unchanged Gospel more accessible and engaging. The findings also
demonstrated that renewed expressions must reflect contemporary language and Filipino cultural
forms. This does not require the complete rejection of traditional approaches. Instead, catechesis renews
and supplements them so that the message can be understood within different cultural and social
environments. This approach maintains continuity between tradition and contemporary
communication. The Church may use current language, digital media, cultural symbols, and locally
meaningful expressions, provided that these remain faithful to the Gospel. As social circumstances and
patterns of thought change rapidly, the Church must engage people who understand both
contemporary society and the faith (Gaudium et Spes 44).
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3.3 Relationship Between Renewed Catechesis and Renewed Evangelization
3.3.1 Inculturation as the Connecting Process

The analysis identified inculturation as the principal process connecting renewed catechesis with
renewed evangelization. Faith and culture interact when Catholic teaching is communicated within the
language, experiences, and patterns of life of a particular community. Christ's command to make
disciples of all nations requires the Church to proclaim the same Gospel across diverse cultural settings
(Matthew 28:18-20). This finding explains why catechesis must undergo cultural adaptation before it
can effectively support New Evangelization. The Gospel becomes more understandable when it reaches
the central values and experiences of its recipients. Inculturation enables Filipino culture to be
evaluated and strengthened by Gospel values while allowing those values to be expressed concretely
through Filipino life. The results further showed that inculturation requires catechists to understand
culture deeply, enter into dialogue with culturally appropriate expressions, and stimulate new
expressions of the Gospel. Through this process, catechesis becomes practical and applicable rather
than abstract or foreign. The connection between catechesis and inculturation is therefore reciprocal.
Catechesis communicates and explains the Gospel, while inculturation shapes the manner in which
that Gospel is received and lived. Together, they enable renewed evangelization to remain faithful to
Catholic teaching while becoming relevant to Filipino Catholics.

3.3.2 Renewed Catechesis as a Primary Agent of Evangelization

The overall findings showed that renewed catechesis is a primary agent of renewed evangelization
because it establishes the doctrinal, spiritual, cultural, and practical foundations of faith. Its Christ-
centered, scriptural, Filipino, and systematic characteristics help Catholics understand the Church’s
teachings and relate them to worship, social responsibility, and daily life. This result confirms the close
relationship between the two concepts. Renewed evangelization seeks to restore and deepen faith,
while renewed catechesis provides the formation necessary to achieve that objective. Catechesis
becomes effective when Filipino Catholics not only know Catholic doctrine but also manifest Gospel
values in their conduct, relationships, worship, and social participation. The findings also indicated
that the effectiveness of renewed catechesis is reflected in the extent to which the lives of Filipino
Catholics correspond with the faith they profess. The final measure of catechetical renewal is therefore
not simply the completion of instruction but the integration of Catholic teaching into personal and
communal life. Renewed catechesis responds to New Evangelization by returning believers to the
foundations of faith while communicating those foundations through culturally relevant methods. It
preserves the substance of the Gospel, renews its presentation, and prepares Filipino Catholics to
become informed believers, consistent witnesses, and active participants in the Church’s missionary
work.

4. Conclusion & Recommendations

The study concludes that PCP II's renewed catechesis is a primary response to the call for renewed
evangelization in the Philippines because it strengthens understanding of Catholic teaching and
connects the Gospel with the cultural context and lived experiences of Filipino Catholics. Catechesis
must remain Christ-centered, rooted in the Word of God, authentically Filipino, and systematic, while
undergoing inculturation to make its methods and expressions understandable witﬁout altering its
essential message. Through this process, renewed catechesis can deepen faith, promote conversion,
repair weakened religious commitment, and prepare Filipino Catholics to understand, practice, and
share their faith with others.

Future researchers should examine renewed social apostolate and renewed worship as the other
essential elements of PCP II's renewed evangelization and conduct further studies on the historical
development of evangelization in the Philippines. The CBCP should also reassess the condition and
effectiveness of catechesis in the country, particularly whether Catholic teaching is reflected in the lives
of the faithful. Catholic churches and their members should apply and promote the catechetical
adjustments proposed by PCP II so that Catholic teaching may become more closely connected with
the lives of Filipino Catholics.

The study was limited to the role of renewed catechesis in renewed evangelization and did not examine
PCP II's other principal elements, particularly renewed social apostolate and renewed worship. It also
did not provide a comprehensive history of evangelization in the Philippines or an empirical
assessment of the current effectiveness and implementation of catechesis among Filipino Catholics.

5. Compliance with ethical standards

This documentary study involved no human participants or personal data. Ethical integrity was
maintained through proper citation, accurate acknowledgment of all sources, and respect for copyright
and intellectual property rights. The researcher declares no conflict of interest.
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